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Adult Ed Student Receives GED 

By Becca Loli, Adult Ed Program Coordinator 
 
Mary Riddle passed the final test for her General Education 
Diploma in April! As a working mom and part-time student, she 
has invested hours of study and hard work into getting the high 
school education she missed as a teen.  

The GED consists of tests in five 
different subject areas: reading 
comprehension, social studies, 
composition, science and math. 
When Mary enrolled as a student 
at the Council in November last 
year, she had passed the reading 
comprehension and social studies 
tests, but was uncertain of her 
abilities to pass the remaining 
tests without extra instructional 
support.  
  
Mignon Durham, Adult Ed tutor 
and former Development Director 
at the Literacy Council, 
volunteered to work with Mary 

towards her goal of getting the GED. In six months of steady 
tutoring the pair covered a wide range of material as Mary prepared 
for the science and writing tests, and finally the math exam. Their 
hard work paid off! With passing scores in all subjects, Mary is the 
first Adult Ed student to pass the GED this year! 
  
Blue Mountain Pizza of Weaverville, NC is treating Mary and her 
family to a celebration dinner in honor of her achievement. The 
Literacy Council is proud to have sponsors help recognize our 
students' successes. 

Interview with Mary Riddle: 
  
When did you decide to start working towards the 
GED? 
I dropped out of school in 9th grade when my dad got 
cancer, and life kind of got in the way of school for 
awhile. When I went back to studying it was really hard. I 
tried and tried to get the GED, but there was a lot of stuff 
I needed to learn that I didn't get in school because I left 
so early. I was really struggling with the writing, science 
and math. I finally called the Literacy Council in the fall of 
2009 to see if I could get someone to help teach me. 
  
Why is education important to you? 
How could I tell my kids to go to school if I didn't do it 
myself? And without a diploma or GED, all you can get 
is minimum wage jobs. I wanted something better for 
myself and my family. 
  
Who has been your biggest support and 
inspiration? 
My dad passed away from cancer not real long after I 
dropped out of school. He really wanted me to get my 
GED. So, in a way, I did this for him as much as I did it 
for myself.  
 
Also, my husband and my kids have been big 
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supporters. My 10-year-old, CJ, actually helped me 
study the math concepts. He knew all about shapes, 
finding the area of a square, and even some of the 
algebra!  

And I couldn't have done this without Mignon's help. She 
was a great tutor and was really patient with me. The 
Literacy Council tutors don't know what they do for 
people! They really change people's lives. 
  
What has been the hardest part of this process? 
Having to be a parent AND do schoolwork. It's a 
struggle. There just isn't enough time in the day. I can tell 
you, there have been a lot of sleepless nights!  
  
What's next for you? Do you have new goals on 
the horizon? 
I want to go to college. I really want to do cosmetology, 
but I don't know for sure what I'll do yet. I am just happy to 
get the GED out of the way! 
  
What can you share with other students who are 
working towards similar goals?  

You can do it! You can do whatever you set your mind to, as long 
as you work hard. 

20th Annual Spelling Bee  
The Spellebration is just a week away! 

  
You are invited to join us for a Spellebration!  Cheer on your favorite 
teams at the Literacy Council's 20th Annual Spelling Bee on May 27, 
2010, 7:00 p.m., at the AB Tech Ferguson Auditorium. 
  
Come prepared with hats, horns, placards, and lots of noise.  A few 
jokes and lots of laughter can quell the spellers' nerves over some 
pretty serious words. Each member of the winning Spelling Bee team 
goes home with a Grand Prize and the thrill of spelling their way to v-
i-c-t-o-r-y for the cause of literacy.  
  
You can also help your favorite team win the Spirit Prize by making a 
donation to the Literacy Council through the team's Spirit Box.  And 
don't forget that audience members will be entered into drawings for 
door prizes donated by local businesses.   
  
Audience members are asked to contribute $5.00 at the door - or 
non-perishable food items of equal value.  The Literacy Council will 
give all food donations to Manna Food Bank in a spirit of partnership 
to meet the needs in our community. 
  
This event is generously sponsored by Blue Ridge Energy Systems.  
For more information, please contact Amanda Edwards at 828-254-
3442, ext. 206, or by email at amanda@litcouncil.com.   

Literacy Council Volunteers  
Honored at DOVIA Luncheon 

This year the Literacy Council chose two volunteer tutors to be 
honored at the annual countywide volunteer appreciation luncheon 
hosted by DOVIA, the local chapter of the NC Association for 
Volunteer Administration.  Ann Bury and Claire Worth are both 
longtime tutors and supporters of the Council's work.  
  
Ann recently 'retired' from the Literacy Council after teaching a group 
of English learners at their workplace, WNC Community Health 
Services, for over four years. Some of her students are folkdancers, 
and Ann arranged to have them perform several times at Givens 
Estates, where she lives. She and her husband Dick, who team-
taught the class with her for some time, served as emcees for the 
performances and explained to the audience the meaning and 
regional significance of each dance.  
 

announce a new 
member of the Board of 
Directors.  
  
Michelle Bettencourt, 
a Spanish professor 
and program 
coordinator at UNC 
Asheville, has extensive 
volunteer experience 
and wants to contribute 
to her local community 
and improve literacy. 
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literacybc@litcouncil.com 
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Literacy Council Volunteers Ann Bury (left) and Claire Worth (right) 
 
Claire has volunteered as an adult literacy tutor for over two years 
and has worked with five different learners.  Her patience and 
understanding of learning disabilities has made her a huge asset to 
the Council. Claire is creative in her teaching approaches, and is 
encouraging and persistent with her students. She has worked with 
students recovering from substance abuse, students seeking 
employment after incarceration, and students studying for the GED. 
She is a champion for literacy and is a frequent helper with volunteer 
recruiting and public awareness events.  
  
During the luncheon at the beautiful Crest Center, County 
Commissioner David Gantt and Juleigh Sitton from Governor Perdue's 
western office spoke of the importance of volunteering and thanked 
the 75 volunteers in attendance, who represented 32 agencies 
serving Buncombe County residents. 
  
Ann and Claire were not the only Literacy Council volunteers in 
attendance:  Bill de Groot, an eight-year LCBC veteran, was chosen 
as one of the NC Arboretum's two volunteers of the year; and Leah 
Karpen, who has tutored with us for almost eight years as well, was 
recognized by the Asheville Art Museum for her outstanding service. 
  
We extend a huge, heartfelt THANK YOU to all of our 160 currently 
active tutors and volunteers, and to all those who've been an integral 
part in creating today's Literacy Council.  We couldn't do it without 
you! 

Augustine Project Launches this Summer 
  
While our two traditional programs, Adult Education and English for 
Speakers of Other Languages, have proven success in increasing 
adult literacy in Buncombe County, there is a need for preventative 
work, as well.   
 
According to a recent report issued by the Asheville City Schools, 
only 41% of African-American 3rd-8th grade students have reading 
levels at or above grade level. Approximately 18% of children in 
Buncombe County will not graduate high school.   
 
We heard these statistics as a call to action. Therefore, this 
summer, the Literacy Council will introduce a new chapter of the 
Augustine Project, a teacher and tutor training program that began in 
Chapel Hill, NC.  The Project provides teachers and tutors with an 
intensive, research-based training in the foundations of literacy and 
has seen tremendous success in increasing the literacy levels of K-
12 students.  Trainees will then work with students who have been 
identified as reading below grade level.   
 
One reason this program is so effective is because it targets 
students who are both academically and economically 
disadvantaged.  Families who are financially able often send their 
children with language-related learning difficulties to special schools 
or hire private tutors.  Economically disadvantaged students often 
struggle without assistance, resulting in poor school performance and 
low self-esteem. The Augustine Project is committed to providing 
caring, professionally trained tutors--at no cost--for students whose 
families cannot afford to pay. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the Augustine Project or 
would like to be involved, please contact Becca Loli at 
becca@litcouncil.com or 254-3442 x202. 

We are All in This Together  
 
The Literacy Council of Buncombe County believes that our 
community is only as strong as its non-profit resources.  A variety of 
services and opportunities are necessary to help our neighbors in 
need of a hand up.  Therefore, we choose to partner with other 
organizations that we admire in the Buncombe County non-profit 
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community.  This spring, we will partner with: 

l MANNA Food Bank -- by asking Spelling Bee audience 
members to contribute non-perishable food items to MANNA 
Food Bank as their admission fee 

l YWCA -- by Standing Against Racism and asking all visitors 
to our office to sign our Pledge Against Racism 

l Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce -- by fielding a 
team in the Chamber Challenge 5K, a run designed to 
promote community wellness 

l United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County -- by 
making a presentation at the Live United 2010 Meeting with 
our State Delegation 

Each of the issues these non-profits address (hunger, racism, health, 
and non-profit advocacy) affect at least some of the Literacy Council's 
students, tutors, staff, and donors.  Please join us in supporting our 
community's invaluable non-profits.   

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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